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ATS debating champions

KTLEE
On Thursday January 28th, Aberdeen Technical School’s debating team became
champions of the HKSSDC Term 1, Division 2, debate competition.

Following thirty minutes of intense debating, and two earlier wins against PLKWC
College and MCHK Wesley College, Jeff Chan, Ng Yu Hei and Eugene Chan were able
to breathe a sigh of relief and then claim the substantial trophy. During the three debate
contests the team, which also included Chester Chan and Jonathan Chan, managed to
overcome inexperience and nerves, and also teams that clearly had a superior command of
the English language.

ATS’s debating success began October 20th with a long trip to PLK Wu Chung College
in Heng On in the New Territories. On that day, the boys argued affirmatively for the motion
that ‘Celebrities make good role models for teenagers’. Despite some naive errors, the
affirmative team prevailed against a well prepared but less confident negative team.

This first success was then followed up with a second when Methodist Church Hong
Kong Wesley College visited ATS in mid-November. On that occasion, the ATS team argued
affirmatively for the motion ‘It is better to be male than female in today’s Hong Kong’. Making
his debut as first speaker, Jonathan Chan, who had very little time to prepare, delivered
a quick and clear speech for which he was later commended. Ng Yu Hei, ATS’s second
speaker, strongly rebutted the negative team, going as far as pointing out a logical fallacy
in their argument. This also impressed the adjudicator, Mr. B. Craig of SKH Lui Ming Choi
Secondary School in Wah Fu. Finally, Eugene Chan very competently summed up the
team’s case and drew attention to the fact that the opposition had not rebutted, a serious
technical error.

The greatest moment was, without doubt, the most recent one when Jeff, Yu Hei and
Eugene argued against an accomplished team from Liu Po Shan Memorial College. In that
debate, the ATS team supported the motion that ‘“Tiger parenting is the best approach for
bringing up teenagers in Hong Kong'.
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