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HKSSDC 2016 Team reflection

The ATS debate team recently lost their first debate. Aberdeen Technical School had travelled
to Diamond Hill in Kowloon to debate against a team at Steward’s Pooi Tun Secondary School. The
motion was ‘That homeschooling offers more benefits than drawbacks’, and ATS argued negatively.

The trip there was interesting, but the outcome was disappointing. The Pooi Tun team was well-
prepared and, although ATS argued well, Pooi Tun’s third speaker was outstanding. All the debate
participants benefited from the excellent comments and suggestions made by an impressively expert
adjudicator.

Had ATS won that debate, it would have gone through to the Division 2 finals. So well done to all those who participated in the team:
you reached the semi-finals. You have also brought honour to your alma mater: we can all be proud of you!

After some time had lapsed, the debate team got together and reflected on the previous eight months. Here are some of their
thoughts:

“Even though we spent nearly no time on time management, we somehow managed to pull our arguments together and went all the
way to the semifinals.”

“We started our debating career with generally no knowledge at all. We were so pale in debating but we became the First Term
champions of Division 2. We learned a lot.”

“We kept making silly mistakes but we learnt and improved ourselves and we became better debaters.”

“Because there wasn’t sufficient time to produce the arguments and rebuttals that | would have been satisfied with, | really didn’t get a
sense of fulfillment. It felt like there was always more that we could have done, in every debate. | just wish that we had had an additional
month for every debate. Then we would have been fully prepared.”

“The lack of time could be our biggest regret. We didn’t have a brilliant presentation in our last debate and we also didn’t rebut well.
If only we could have spent more time doing research or practicing our speeches, we could have achieved more.”

“For my own part, the best thing about joining this debate team is that | could go to other schools. When we have activities, it is hard
to go outside to other schools; but this time we got to visit two other schools. The worst thing about the debating is that every single
time we need to stay at school until 6pm to prepare and practice.”

“We believe that through all our experiences, we have learnt to become faster and more flexible in our thinking. We also think deeper now.
And we have learnt to be coherent as a team. Last but not least, we learnt to adapt when things did not go according to plan.”

By English Department

CIS) English Enhancement Prodramme

To facilitate an English learning environment for our students, the English Department launched a collaborative project with Chinese
International School(CIS) this year. Student tutors from CIS organised activities for our students, exploring issues related to environmental
protection. The programme offered valuable opportunity for our students to communicate with native speakers.

Through games, group discussion and poster presentation, our students practised speaking English with the student tutors from CIS.

The Department has already started to plan a brand new course with CIS for the coming school year. We hope our students may
benefit more from the new course.

By English Department
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